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should at all cost be avoided on so solemn an occasion, he felt that he 1908
could not remain a member of a Government which had imposed this Age
disability upon his Church.   Accordingly he sent in his resignation,
and could not be persuaded to withdraw it, though, with great
forbearance, he was content that the reason publicly assigned,
should be that of failing health.   The circumstances are fully related
in his Life, and Asquith was always warm in acknowledgment of the
dignity and uprightness with which he acted on this as indeed on all
occasions in his long and honourable career.
Asquith's comment on the incident is contained in a letter to
Mr. Herbert Gladstone, who was then Home Secretary, and whose
absence in Scotland when the wrong decision was taken had been
one of the causes of the trouble :
Asquith to Mr. Herbert Gladstone.
10 DOWNING ST.
Sept, 16, 1908.
I quite agree with you that the weak point is the delay. Henry1 ought
to have seen at once that this was quite a different thing in scale and
importance from the trumpery functions which have been winked at
for years. The questions both of law and policy could then have been
carefully considered. As it was, we were hurried into a course, and there
was the appearance of suddenly withdrawing a permission which had
been deliberately given.
But I am quite sure that, given the conditions, the right thing was
done in the right way. It was clearly wise and courteous to give the
Archbishop, in the first instance, the opportunity of spontaneously and
without pressure cutting out the illegal elements.
If the procession in its contemplated form had been allowed to take
place, there would have been such an uproar as we have not witnessed
for many a day. My letter bag amply proves that.
Meanwhile, Eipon, who is furious at the whole thing, has tendered his
resignation. (Sept. 16, 1908.)
Lord Eipon survived his resignation by only nine months. His
public life had bridged a long space in British history, and Asquith
had taken special pride in the fact that he had in his Cabinet a
Minister who had served as Secretary for War in Lord Palmerston's
last Administration.
Another personal incident of this year required all Asquith's skill
and tact:
Shortly before Parliament rose (17th December) Lord Morley as
Secretary of State for India introduced into the House of Lords the
scheme for the reform of the Government of India, which became
1 Sir Edward Henry, Chief Commissioner of Police.